Conversation
Guide

Inuit Part 2: Modern Treaties
(Inuit Land Claims)

This conversation guide is designed for use by instructional
leaders and learning communities or as a self-paced study.
It is designed to give each reader parts of “truth’ that will
lead individuals and groups in the direction of reconciliation.
This guide is not a substitute for engaging in meaningful
conversations with the indigenous community. Consult the
Advancing Reconciliation Conversation Guide.
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Modern Treaties
The Inuit did not sign treaties like the First Nation groups across Canada; nor do the Inuit have
settlements like the Métis in Alberta. Inuit communities settled comprehensive land claims with the
Government of Canada. Comprehensive land claim agreements – also called modern treaties – are
created when Indigenous land and resource rights have not been addressed by the numbered
treaties.
Modern Inuit land claims represent a relationship between an Indigenous signatory, the Government
of Canada or a province or territory. These agreements provide the Inuit people of the North with an
opportunity for sustainable development and continued use of their traditional lands and resources.
When modern treaties or land claims of the north were approved, the rights written into the
agreements became constitutionally recognized and protected. These agreements provide Inuit with
a number of benefits, including rights to land, cash payments and the establishment of new political
and economic entities that ensure that land claim agreements are fulfilled. These agreements
provide important tools and resources that enable Inuit to exercise a great degree of control over
their lives, both in the present and in the future.

Inuit Regions In Canada
Currently, there are four Inuit regions (land
claims) in Canada, collectively known as Inuit
Nunangat. The term “Inuit Nunangat” is a
Canadian Inuit term that includes land, water
and ice; all three are integral to Inuit culture
and way of life. Inuit Nunangat encompasses
roughly 35 percent of Canada’s landmass and
50 percent of its coastline.

Inuit Groups (Land Claims)
Inuvialuit (meaning “The Real People”) is the
Western Arctic. People in this location are called
Inuvialuit. Their language is Inuvialuktun. This was
the First Land Claims Agreement, which was signed
in June 1984.
Nunavut (meaning “Our Land”) is Canada’s Arctic.
People in this location are called Inuit. Their
language is Inuktitut. This is the largest Aboriginal
Land Claims Agreement at 1.9 million square miles,
1/5 the size of Canada. It was signed in April 1993,
creating the newest Canadian territory in 1999.
Nunavik (meaning “Great Land”) is Northern Quebec and a portion of Labrador. People in this location
are called Inuit. Their language is Inuktitut. Their Land Claims Agreement was signed in December
2006 and came into effect in February 2008. An additional Land Claims Agreement came into effect in
July 2007 and applied to the offshore region around Quebec and northern Labrador.

Nunatsiavut (meaning “Our Beautiful Land”) refers to Inuit located in Labrador and Newfoundland.
People in this location are called Labradormiut. Their language is Inuttitut. This was the first Inuit
region to achieve self-government. Their Land Claims Agreement was signed in January 2005.
Although the Inuit do not own the whole area, they were granted special rights related to traditional
land use.

Inuit Regions Today in Canada
In the 2011 census, 59,440 people identified as Inuit. They represented 4.2 percent of the total
Indigenous population and 0.2 percent of the total Canadian population. 73.1 percent of the Inuit
population in Canada live in Inuit Nunangat, in one of 53 communities spread across the four Inuit
regions of Canada.
According to the Government of Canada, the urban centres with the largest Inuit populations in 2011
were Edmonton (1,115), Montreal (900), Ottawa (735), Yellowknife (735) and St John’s (680). This
number has grown substantially with more Inuit moving to these centres for education, employment
and medical treatment.

Today in Canada
Despite adopting various features of modern life and southern culture, many Inuit continue to live
according to traditional values that arise from their own rich cultural heritage. Many Inuit continue to
have close ties to the land and consider this relationship to be essential to their culture and their
survival as a distinct people. Children today are taught Inuktitut and learn traditional games early.
There are many opportunities for Inuit youth to go out on the land to learn traditional land skills,
including hunting and fishing, how to travel safely, how to make clothing and the importance of
treating the land and its resources with respect. While differences exist among modern Inuit about
how closely traditional values are followed, all Inuit are proud of their culture and recognize the
importance of keeping it alive.
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