Book Title: Inuksuk Journey
Author: Mary Wallace
Annotation:
A lush and evocative journey through the north, this book
provides a rare glimpse of high Arctic living. Photographs,
sketches and paintings illuminate the text, which is a series of
journal entries over an eight day trip.
Concepts at a Glance:
Community, identity, place
Language, culture, tradition, history
Text set on Place: Walk on the tundra, Walk with Alasi,
Niwechihaw: I help, Chuck in the city, Raven: A trickster tale,
Secret of the Dance, Come and Learn with Me, etc.
Projects, Ideas and Activities:
1. Read aloud over a period of days, discussing how information is organized.
2. Compare the similarities and differences between a day in your life, and a day in the author’s.
3. Write your set of journal entries, and illustrate them with the things you think might be interesting or
different to someone who lives way, way up north, or on the equator!
4. Make a class book about your community to share with another class in another part of Canada.
5. What are the stories about your community?
6. Have the students create a digital travel poster or brochure about their community. This is an excellent
opportunity to teach:
a. Graphic layout
b. Digital skills

Inuksuk Journey‐Curricular Links
Social Studies Grade 2: Communities in Canada
2.1 Canada’s Dynamic Communities
2.1.1.Appreciate the physical and human geography of the communities studied.
2.1.2 Investigate the physical geography….
2.2 A Community in the Past
2.2.3 Appreciate the importance of collaboration and living in harmony.
2.2.4 Appreciate how connections to a community contribute to one’s identity.
2.2.5 Appreciate how cultural and linguistic exchanges connect one community to another.
Social Studies Grade 5: Canada, The Land, Histories and Stories
5.1 Physical Geography of Canada
5.1.1.Value Canada’s physical and natural environment.
5.1.3 Analyze how people in Canada interact with the environment by exploring and reflecting.
5.2 Histories and stories of ways of life in Canada
5.2.1 Appreciate the complexity of identity in the Canadian context.
5.2.2 Examine, critically, the ways of life of Aboriginal peoples in Canada.
Mathematical Strands:
Patterns and Relations
(2) Demonstrate an understanding of repeating patterns (three to five elements) by: describing,
extending, comparing, creating etc.
Language Arts
1.1 Discover and Explore
(3) Chose and share a variety of oral, print and other media texts in areas of particular interest.
(5) Select and explain preferences for particular forms of oral, print and other media texts.
(7) Explore and assess oral, print and other media text recommended by others.
1.2 Clarify and Extend
(2) Find new information about news ideas and topics.
(3) Ask questions to clarify information and ensure understanding.
(4) Use talk, notes, personal writing and representing to record and reflect on ideas,
information and experiences.
2.2 Respond to Texts
(6) Observe and discuss aspects of human nature revealed in oral, print and other media texts
and relate them to shoe encountered in the community.
(7) Express interpretations of oral, print and other media texts in another form or genre.

